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CONTEST GOES ON FROM VALENCIE

EYES OF ALLIED
 WORLD ONITALY

Gen. Diaz Appears to Have
Started Major Operations on
Brenta and Piave.

AUSTRIAN MORALE AT TEST

Americans in Meuse Sector
Take Important Observa-
tion Point, Hill 360,

(By Assoclated Press.)

While the British, French and Amer-
leans are slowly breaking thelr wuay
through the stubborn German defense
along the line south of Valenclennes,
the attentlon of the nllled world Is
directed, for the moment at least, to
the Itallan front, where Gen, Dinz
:leems to have started a major opera-

on.

Fighting on a large scale appears to
have begun on Thursday when the
Austriann official statement reported
heavy artillory fire from the Ilrenia
river to the Montélle plateau, It was
reported yesterday that Italian, British
and French forces attacked between
the Brenta dnd Piave rivers and ad-
vanced over rough country for a con-
sidernble distnnce. At the same time
the allies moved ahead and captured
islands in the Plave above the Mon-
tello plateau,

This stroke was aimed at the angle
in the Austrian line which runa from
the Adriatie along the Plave until it
reaches the mountains and then turns
to the west, If the allled attack makes
material progress, the Austrian armies
on the lowlands near the sea and those

GERMAN WAR CABINET
WAITS TO HEAR ALLIES

Basel, Oct. 26,—(A, P.)==The
German war cabinet considered
President Wilson's reply at a
lengthy session yesterday, ac-
cording to the Frankfort Zel-
tung, It was decided not to
answer at the present time, but
to walt until it is learned what
the entente's armistice condi-
tions may be.

o e
COMPLETE MONTH
OF HARD FIGHTING

AMERIOANS PLAY BIG PART
IN ARGONNE BATTLE,

Captured German Cannons Are
Turned on Fleeing Foe.
Ground Gained,

(By Bert Ford)

PICTURE CONEY
ISLAND INRUINS

Will Give One an Idea of What
Zeebrugge German Base
Looks Like.

PATHOS OF HOMECOMING

Great Masses of Twisted Wire,
Shell Holes and Gun Emplace-

ments Evidences of War.

(By John T, Parkerson.)
With the British Army on the West-
ern Battle Front, Oect, 26,—(8 p. m.)—
=N, 8.)—Plcture Coney Island in

With the American Army North/ . &8 and deserted, and one gets an
west of Verdun, Oct. 26—(Night.)= . & of what Zeebrugge, until recently
(L N, 8.)~Today marks the compl¢ =, of the most Important German
tion of a month of fighting since Y = bLmarine bases, looks like.
Amaoricana started their drive on t .. The famous Zeebrugge lighthouse
front between the Argonne forest ¢ S nd all of the bridges and trolley lines
the Meuse river. It was the 5 wve been wrecked,

American major operation In the .= The harbor Is filled with ghastly,
since the combats on the St. M . blackened hulks of British destroyers
:’:t‘ﬂ?:: und previously were of & & st the entrance of the canal, The

. ~ waterway was completely stopped up.

The present engagement, whic] © d Famamp Moti = -
tory will probably call the bnltlam The surrounding country, covered
Argonne, has seen the Americans with olly water and pitted with shell
2,600,000 rounds of artfllery ammuni- holes, s covered with twisted wire
tion, and often as high as 160,000 | snd trenches, Here and there are
rounds in a day. great gun emplacements and many

They are using guns of all caljbre, | conerete “pill boxes” (cement block-
(number deleted by censor), exclusive houses), with the walls ten feet thick,
of the cannon captured from the Ger- [ Off the port is the famous mole where
mans and turned back upon the foe. (4 RBritish submarine was filled with

Four hundred and seventy-five explosives and sunk earller In the war,
square kllometers of ground have been|  (The mole is a seawall which was
taken from the enemy, and more than | hyjit to prevent the Zeebrugge port
20,000 prisoners, including many offi- “lsm filling with tand.)

holding the front in the mountainous
pector may be divided, The number of
prisoncrs taken, 3,000, would egeem to

indicate Nghting of a serlous naturo.}clurlu much war material of all kinds

It 1s toc early to determine whrthwl
Gon. Diaz has really begun an offen-
sive or is merely directing an oum-]
tion which Is in the nature of a diver-
Blon, It may be that the morale of the
Austrian army, which has repentedlyl
been reported to be very low, will be
determined by the fighting during lhu|
next few days.

British troops nre continuing their |
blow at the German line south of tho |
bend of the Scheldt, above Valenclen-
nes. Progress there has been compara- |
tively slow, but it would appear that|
the railroad between Quesnoy and
Valenciennes had been crossed and
that the Britlsh are in the outskirts
of Quesnoy., There is an appurent efl-
fort on the part of Field Marshal Haig
10 avold a direet assault against the
Mormal forest, just to the gouth, where
the Germange are solldly entrenched and
huve countless machine guns and Tight
guns in position. Northeast of Valen-
clennes the Dritish and French are ad-
vancing toward the Scheldt,

The French on the Serre-Oine front |
have continued their attack on the |
north side of the angle line. They have {
gained at important points, but the
Germons are holding thelr front very |
strongly. |

In the Meuse sector, Americans have |
captured HIIl 360, n helght which is;
important for obgervation purposes and
which wns stubbornly defended by ‘the
Germans. Near Grandpre the Ameri- |
cans have forged still further ahend
and appear to be forming quite a large
pocket In the German lines on the east- |
prn side of the Argonne forest. Amer- |
can heavy artillery has been pound- )
ng German concentration points dur-
ng the past conple of days,

Hritish divisions In Mesopotamin
wave resumed thelr attnek against the
Furke. Fizhting in that region is next
0 Impossible during the heat of sum-
ner, Now that autumn has come, it
nay be expected that there will he an
ffort to form a junction between the
'orces nlong the Tigris and those oper-
iting north And oast of Damascus.

ALLIED ATTACKS BROKEN

jalms German War Office, Reporting |
Battles,
Berlln, Oect, 26.—(Vin London,)—The
vnr office statement reads: I
“In Flanders fighting on the Lys low- |
ands continues, The enemy, who pene-
rated  the southwestern quarters of
Jeynge, was thrown back by n counter
ttnok, Southwest of Deynze we cnpmrerl
nrts of a bridgehead which tlm‘?-rrnch
nd established neross the Lys. We beat
nck m strong attack of the enemy enst
f Vive St. Elol nnd partial attacks bes
ween the Lys and the Scheldt and on |
ha Scheldt.
“The destruction by the enemy of
Inces In the Scheldt lowlands Ia still pro-
geding, The interlor of the town of
'ournal has been subjected to  Hritish
re, The exodus of the populntion of |
hose regions toward the east {8 In-
reasing.
“Rast of Solesmes and Le Cateau the
ritiahi continued thelr great nttacks and
xtended them north as far as the
cheldt, South of the Scheldt the attacks |
roke  down before our llnes on the|
oights enst of the Healllon brook.
gainst LeQuegnoy we preased forward as
v as the rallwny northweet and west of
oQuesnoy, Attempts of the enemy to
renk through west of LeQuesnoy ns well
s to the north broke down on the in-
wrventlon of troopa brought up by us
om Sepmeries and Villers-Pol,
“The encmy, advancing to the attack
rninst the Forest of Mormal on a wide
ont, har obtalned n footing In Polx-Du~
ord and Fontalne-Au-Bols, He was
ought to a sltandstill west of the Engle-
ontaine-Landrecles road after violent
shting.
“The enemy's nttacks yesterday gave
m a gain of territory to the depth of
ily two-thirds of a mile. Greater suc-
a8 than this was denled to him not-
ithstanding the . extraordinarily strong
rees which he brought Inte action.
*“There have been Intermittent artillery
iels along the Olse and the Berre and
est of the Alsne, On the Olge the par-
il thrusts of the enemy were broken
wn. Between the Ofse and the Serre
rong altncks by the French were n-[
Ised. Wherever the enamy succeeded
penetrating our lines we threw him
ok by counter attacks,
“In the sectors on both sldes of Vou-
ra the Aghting notivity has diminished.
1@ helghts east of Chestres were held
- us against renewed violent attacks,
“Partinl attacks by tha Americans on
th banks of the Meuse were repulsed.”

DECLINES TO ANSWER

ar Councll Prafers to Awalt Entente

Terms of Armistice,
London, Oct. 36.—After a long confer-
ce the German war enhinet at Herlin
s decided not to answer President Wil-
n'e losl note, but to leave it to the
tente powers to state the terms of an
mistice, sald & Osntral News dispatch
ym Zurich today,

OVERCOME RESISTANCE

ftish Resume Advance and Now March-
Ir-l Upon Ghent.,

Parls, Oct. 26, —The British have over-

ma the strong resistance of the Ger-

ll"ll :‘ll\' the Flar:lden front, hnv?‘ l|'~em.u'm.-cl

olr ance and are now marching upon

ent, sald g Algpateh to tha Petit Jour-

|m
'In wooded, mountainous country which

| president,

| oxpressing his Intentions with brutal

| represents a concession to the demands

*| Germnn officers, he turned to his

COrs,
A vast quantity of enemy ammuni-
tlon has been captured, The booty in-

The only living soul In sight when
I entered Zeebrugge were three Bel-
glan peasants,
backs, returning to their homes, and
and many small arms and machine |gix Belgian priests who were Intent
guns In countless numbers, upon the examination of some wrecked

Also It includes much railroad equip- | hyildings,
mt‘dnt and Jocomotives as well as frelght Works Intact.
and passenger cars. The great Solvay works were still

During ‘the month of fighting 230 | jniact h‘ut the ground was strewn with
German alrplanes and twenty-three | wreckage of searchlights au¢® burned
b'"l]""“" were shot down. and damaged supplies left by the flee-

Statistlcs and territory captured dong Germans In their hurried fight.
not begin to tell the real story of (The Solvay works were used by the
American valor and achievements. In|Germans for the manufacture of polson
the face of etubborn resistance by gases, It had previously been reported
forty divisions of picked ‘troops, the that they had been wrecked by the
Americans force their advance through | Germans before they retreated from
maze of artillery and machine guns | tha North gea coast.)

The scene at weebrugge was In con-
gave the Germans the advantage of | yrnut with the happy pleture of Bruges
nntural defensive barriers, Not only, with its historle buildings. But while
did the topograph Impede the Ameri-|thesn bulldings had not sustained
ecang, but the Germans had also massed damnge, the population had su Tered.

with packs on theiry

OCTORER 26, 1918,

PRICE: THREFE CENTS

OFFER PAR

. SURREN

London,, Oct
fxh minister to
handed tho Bri
ministers to t
offer of peace
ing to surrender, ng to a
Berne ‘dispatch & -.!'.ﬁ_._Dully
M A g

" on’ pecial
Zurich, Ogt. 2
gorick Lobkowits

Fred.
Nad-

herny, who' ! the
strongest anil- T ton-
dencies at Vienog, & left that

city for Bwitzedland charged

with a mission ut which no

details are given, kooording to
| the Neues Journal, &t Vie

CAUSES §
TO BOIL FURIOUSLY

APPEAL FOR OONFIDENCE
AROUSES DISOUSSION,

Republicans Indignant and Do
Not Hesitate to Express Opin-
ion in Strong Teyms.

Washington, Oct, 26— ent Wil-
son's appeal to the people OF the coun-
try to return a democratie house and
senate as a “vote of eonfidence In
his handling of the sar problems, has
caused the political pot to boll over.

Until the president took metidn .here
had been absolutely no Interest in the
coming election. Today &l this 1s
changed, The republican ders, bit-
terly resentful of thg president’s decla-
ratlon that while they are all prownr
they also were antladministration, took
steps to assall the presid 1 onltion,

The ~ t gun fired 1 ‘might hy
Scnators Lodge and Smool, and Repre-

sentatives Feas and GliMY denying
that this was the president’s personal
war, and proclaiming oyalty of

the republican party, h
lowed up with a series of clal state-
ments answering in detall all of the
president's criticisms. {

Meanwhile the democratie lead.rs
were taking advantage f the presi-
dent's declaration and the natlonal |
committes made arrangements to send
coplea of the president’'s appeal to each |
Individual
state,

All slgns today indicated that dur-|
ing the next week, and even up to!
clection dny, Nav, B, the fight will be
carrled on with a bittern Ahat has
been absent for some time. Repubii- |
can leaders who espoused averything'
hat the president has advoeated, nro |
ngry and declare they will foree the

valty Issue In every possible way.
The democrats, of course, will meet
them half way and there will be an
avalanche of oratory In every sectlon |

overy modern plece of war machine at
thelr command In an effort to check
the Yanks., The Germans have .been
defending a pivot position on this part
of the front and the Amerloans have
been compelled to fight for every lnch
of ground gained. Vs

On my way to Bruges, I saw the
ronds lined with children carrying the

Ocensionally |

kits of Belgian saldlers,
the parent or sweatheart of a soldier
would meet up with a loved ope and
a pathetic scene woupld follow,

In nddition, ig._the natural obMACles. .y . tae Gormams who e dsught
}a?;nzrz?:'nnd closzely knltl:rﬁnﬁ:l;?!ns; hiding in the city. A great crowd had
defensos. Fl?rnl P;:d 1?120251 Jhsm \'?ol::il ltt w:n:tg::::

But American pluck and tenaclty had been -cum‘urt-d In thé |BuUBLCHS

won and the defonses were penctrated
up to the Ereya line, agnainst which
the Yanks are now pressing.  First
there was the Hindenburg line, then
the Hagen line, third ¢he Volker line,
and next the Kriemhilde system, When
the United States forees burst through
the Freya line, they will menace one
of the only two lateral lines of rall-
ways over which the enemy has beasn
carrying men and supplies Inte France.

where they had been firing upon auto-
mohiles from a clump of bushes, J

The great docks at Bruges had ape
parently been left undamaged by tha
Germans and great henps of coal were |
found which the Germans had been !
unable to carry away In thelr flight.
The gardens were still filled with freah
vegetablen,

Tha scena In Thourout, wvesterday,
was like the dawn of a new day. The
rebullding-of the city had already be-

d th tiation was rushi
GERMAN PRESS CONDEMNS Fift i’ fe Rieets, happy, smiling
Wilson' R and * businesslike, Some were busy
ilson's Note, But Say It Means a|;jugging up broken windows and

Step’ Toward Peace.
Amsterdam, Oct, 26,—Although the
German newspapers are not satisficd

with President Wilson's latest note
many of them say that it moans pmg,‘ The stores In Bruges suffered badl

ress toward peace, This fecling was | When the Germans left. The soldlers
reflected yesterday in operations on the | IMaking up the rear guards smashed
Berlin stock exchange in an advance | the windows and doors with the butts
in prices. The Kreuz Zeltung, of Ber-  of their rifles, and removed the valu-
lin, however, does not look for an early ables from the u:hoiu countryside,
ending of the war, Thig newspaper, In Menin and Zeebrugge, many per=-
which hitherto has refrained froin op- | S0Ns who had refused to comply with
posing  President Wilson’s demands, | the Germnan order to give up thelr wool
ndvocates war to the end. It says the | mattresses, were found in prisons.

“in the siyle of an American When the allled advance began on [
hoxer, has posed himself for a lIast|the Flanders front, the Germans told |
blow in the face of the German people, | the elvilian population that they were |
evacuating Belgium and that it would
bring peace,

Victorlous Belgian «<avalry passing
through the historle elty of Bruges was |
the first the residents had secen of thelr
own troops since the Germans had left

Chimes Ring.
Delglans entered bugles were

others were cleaning out their homes
and shops,
Stores Suffered.

franknecss."
Lack of Comprehension.

Copenhagen, Oct, 26,—\With a few ex-
ceptions, the German press condemns
President Wilson's latest note, saying
that Ilt is an n}]lorntlnn of his former
standpoint and he betrays lack of com- ! . . o
prehension of recent events in Germany | Elll'::lih“: ":l'."?u ;’L%pifl:'"“&'_':a ;I{::Iqlilz‘lz'_\! 1;:;:‘_'
ns well as misconstruction of what hna;“wﬂ‘ ’w“h joy over their liberation.
happened there, It is also sald the note| ™ A committee of aldermen recelved the
Internationnl Newa Service correspondent
in the great hall of the City building, and
presented the following message to the
people of the United Btates:

“Bruges is happy to have the oppor-
tunity of receiving an American newspa-
per correspondent In order that (e popu-
Intion may tell him how glad the town
is for the asslstance Ameorien hag given
in the way of provisioning and for the!
sympnthy those great American people |
extend not only toward the residents of |
Bruges, but nll Belgians as well, The bur- |
gomaster and the nldermen express their
warm thanks to the noble people of the
Unlted States.”

The eommittes brought in from an ante-
room two young girls who had been im-
prisoned for six months because they had
written 'ctters to thelr brother outside of
thas prescribed three-mile zone, All they
had to ent while In fall was mouldy bran,
The girls were told that their brother
had been condemned to dle because he
had written to his sisters, but later they
learned that he had only been impris-
oned forsix months,

As the

of the allied nations,

Theodor Whalff, writlng In the Tage-
blntt of Berlin, expresses groat dlsap-
pointment. He says It nlways has beon
n principle of International affalrs not
to Interfere with the internal problems
of other nations. President Wilson
recognized this, he continues, In his
Mexlean speech In June, 1916, but now,
Herr Wolff declares, 1this has been for-
gotten. He adds: “The peace which
the president proposes I1s to be a pence
placing Germany at the mercy of Its
opponents. President Wilson's policy
Is one of brutal force. Tt fs poasihle,
he hopes, to sow dissenslon among the
Germian people, We must he prepared
for whntover mav come.”

People to Rule in Future.

The socialist newspaper Vorwaerts,
of Berlin, says It does not understand
whether complete internal reform on
the part of Germany would make the

termas of surrender easler, It con- ¥, Qerman Orders
tinues: The al'dermanlc commlu;e -
1 preserved
any event, Mr, Wilson errs 1f| conies of all of the German orders, the

most Atriki of which pertains o the
denth of Capt. Fryatt, a British seaman.
One order s dated Oct, 1, 1518, pnd
cautloned the people of Briuges to remain
quiet. It sald that the smallest riot or
disorder would be answered by heavy ar-
tillery fire agalnst the quarter where it
originated. All civillans were ordered to
remalin In thelr homes from 6 In the eve-
ning until 8 in the morning. Those found
In the streets would be fired upon. In
nearly all Instances the orders prescribed
denth penaltles for violations, and were
slgned by “der kommnndant.”
a German Money,

= All of Belgium wan flooded with G
TOO MANY BOCHES. money, Prices n the restaurants were
With the British Army on the

he bBlleves the former holders or‘
powers in Germany can ever regaln
thelr power, Henceforth there will be
no power In Germany, but that of the
German people, Our opponents who
demand the disarming of the German
people must reallze that a grent na-
tion cannot permanently be rendered
defenseless, It will be demonstrated
at the, peace conference whether the
war has heen mepely adjourned or
finally ended.”

about twice as high as those in France,
Western Battlefront, Oct, 26— but apparently the eating places that ea-
(Delnyed).—Residents of the tered to the Germans were weoll supplled
Belglan clty of Bruges tell many with meats, sugnr and other essentinls.
atories: of the khlsst's wmon Alderman Hoestanberghe, officinl repre-
Prifce Adalbert, who was orll'r; sentative of Hru at the execution of
Capt. Fryatt, declared the British seaman
in the city, and who wns al- died without saying a word.
ways speaking In English in- (Fryatt was condemned to death and
slead of German. On ono ocoa- executed by the Germans because it was
slon he entered a public dinlng- sald that his merchant ship had rammed
room, and finding It filled with a German submarine.) |
: An‘:rdsr r':;:rm (ie;-mnny t-':me ru}mlnd‘.l
companion and said in English: ng the death penalty an hour after it
had been carried out, »
~There are too many boches Posters signed by Admiral Voh Schroe-

here.” whereupon he engaged | laorof the German. navy, were distrib. |how swest the ladles lot! The wea
& private diningroom. e in Beletum declaring that other pen |or: Raln, continued ‘mild -~ &
Q & |captaing who emulated the exploits of tonight and Bunday.

)

of the nation. It Is understood that
the republican leaders
former Presidents Taft
to directly repl to the m'fldent.

Dispatch ta. Londen.

London, Oct, 26.—A rumor circulated
in vatican cireles here 1s that Emeror
Charles of Austria and his family are
about to leave Vienna for a journey
through Hungary preliminary to the
emperor's abdication, the correspon-
dent of the Dally News sald in a dis- |
patch today. |

MURDERS CHILDREN ]

Awful Crime of Woman Crazed by Hus.
band's Death.

Wallingford, Conn., Oct, 36, —Crazed hy
the death of her husbhand from influenza
Mre. My Dustal, widow of August Dus-
tul. murdered two of her small ehlldrén,
slaghed the throat of a third and prohably
fatally wounded herself today at her homo
in n George streot tenement. Then in-
tercepted she wus nbout to end the lives
of two other children and eut her own |
throat ns she was restrained by one of
the neighbors,

Capt. Fryatt would be accordingly puns
ished,

The Germans exancted from 15 to 20,000
miirks in fines (rom residents of Bruges
cvery month. Three persons were fined |
1,000 muarks each for not chunging llwu-‘
clocks to correspond with German timoe.

When tradespeople disobeyed German
orders they were heavily fined, and their
Boods were conliscuted,

A elvilinn who wore a pin with a ple-
ture of King Albert attached to it was
imprisoned for twenty-six days, The |
death penalty waa prescribed for those |
who had telephones In thelr homes, and
persons were fined for speaking to wllled
prisoners of war,

The sale of nll newspapers was prohib-
ited except the Germun and two Dutch
pro-Germun perlodicnls.

Camoufiagea as Deserters,

Two months ago the Germuns marched
thirty-four alleged Belgiun deserters in
the streets of Bruges and Ostend, ere-
ating an artiticial ovation, The people
did not belleve the men were bBelgians, |
but that they were Germans dressed up |
In Helglan uniformes. .

The Germans forced the Belglans to re-
move everything that was French and
substitute German or Flemish, Even the |
Blgns on the strects and the letter boxes
wire changoed.

Admiral Von Schroeder whipped ehil-
dren In the streets because thelr dogs
barked at him,

The Germans requisitioned everything
they wanted, Linen, silverware, planos
and even pictures were removed, All the
bruss and copper was carried off, but one
doorknob was left on each house,

The males between the ages of 18 and
45 were all carted off, packed like cattle
In & cage In little wagons, So closely
filled wera the vehicles that the Belglans
could not even sit down. .

The town of Nieuport wns fined 10,000
francs for possessing Hritish arela) prop-
nganda,

Strict Censorship.

The consorship wius both striet and atu-
pid. Civillans were not allowed to tele-
graph outside of thelr zone, and violationa
brought the death threat,

The stupldity of the German domination
was described by a publisher, who sub-
mitted a printed collection of sermons by
a celebrated French ecclosinstic, Bishop
e é::r:go has been dead :?’r c&nlurlu.

‘rman  co r return
'l‘l‘l!'lj the nolntiu:’:m § Fon

‘Passages In thie book mus -

fled by the author,” v b el

RAIN, SAYS BILLY 'POSSUM

"Love Freely” is
the slogan of the
bolsheviki crew.[

(At least today's
dispatches say this |
awful thing |s
true), for the law
Is  quite explieit
that ench girl must
choose a mate, and
the luckless one

s to be fol-'to build up the navy, the Amerlcan

voter In every doultful

<dng with the nllles on the Balkan battle-

that's chosen, can-
not hope to dodge
his fate: Le must
go ahead and mar-
ry, eilse be gquartered, hung and shot—
which is tough upon the menfolk, but

3 TO MEUSE,

—— e i
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LOOKS FOR DASH
BY GERMAN FLEET

Admiralty Has Kept Fleet Up
to Standard During
Four Years.

BIG SEA BATTLE PROBABLE

Thousands of Vessels Tugging
at Their Chains—Personnel
Eager for Encounter,

(By D, M. Edwards,)

A Port In Scotland, Night, Oct. 25—
(I. N. 8)—The German high sens flect
is expected to dash ont momentarily
by American and British naval om-
oers,

The grand fleet must come out within
the next month or delay its operations
untll spring.

If the battle comes hetwoen the Ger-
neang and allled fleets, 1t will be the
most desperale that the imagination
can picture. If the whole German fleot !
shotld make a dosh, It wonld mean |
something approximating 2,000 ships |
engagad, and possibly 8,000,

According to the opinlons of oMoers,
Admiral Tieatty has been quoted as
saying that he was certain that the
German ficet would come out from Its
refuge for battle.

An Amarican naval officer was
auoted as aaying that the Cerman
fleet would have to come out during
the next month or stay in its haven
until spring.

The Gorman fleet has been kept ot
about full strenigth for four years and
undonbtedly will' make a showing.

The German admiralty has made ev-
ery effort and usad every opportunity

sald, |

Gorman naval activitles have been |
reported in the North sea frequently in
the last foew days, but all these re-
ports have proved untrue,

Btrong scont squadrons are sent out
on tho slightest “hunch.”

Tha Amorican battle fleet s notlve,
and 18 doing extensive scoutlng work.

The v hole personnel of the grand
flect I8 electrified and eager to Jump
:n any direction at the slightest warn-
ng. |
In the grand fleet are thousands of
vessels “champing at their chains®
Every man and every ship Is ready on
the Instant for battle, The vessels aro |
in magnificent trim, |

The greatest comradeship prevalls |
hetween  the British and Ameriecan |
nnval oMeers,

ha ';:'AL,;'E.?::f SOLF DEFENDS ACTIONS

Oiw Authorities Tried to Protect

People. |
_ Amsterdam, Oct, 26,—8 ing In the

Minister Villalobar, representing Irit-

ish and Belgian citizens, and Commis- gnrtillery is in training

sloner Van Bree, of the Belgian relief
organization, visited Tournnl, Valen-
ctennes and Denain on Oct. 18 and re-
ported that the German military au-
thorities hnd done everything in thele
power to allevinte the condition of
fugitives and residents in bombarded
towns. |

Dr, Solf also snild that It had heen
reported to him that German author-
Itics had tried to protect the people of
those cities agnlnst  plundering and
that cfforts had been made to safe-
gunrd food supplles and save art trens-
ures,

Only men of military age had heen
removed forcibly, Dr, Soll asserted, and
even then exceptlons had been made
in the cases of physicians, clergymon,
firemen, policemen and those employed
In supplyving food, |

Referring to questions asked on the
previous day, the foreign mecretary
said the goverhment emphnatieally
repudinted any doubt of its Intention
honestly te carry out the principles
Inld down by President Wilson. He|
addoed: !

“Having {n reply to the president
taken Its stand on his messages, the
government s resolved to act aecords-
Ingiy"

As for Alsgnce-Tiorraine, it s nt once
clear that, as these territories were |
expressly mentloned among Presiilent |
Wilton's fourteen points, we agree to

Tregulation of these questions, sald Dr,

W. 8. Solf, German forelgn sccoreiary, |
in nddressing the relchstag on Thurs-
day, (In the ndidress peferred to Proesi-
dent Wilson sald that “the wrong done
to France by Prussia in 1871 in the
matter aof Alsace-Lorpaine, which hasx
unsettied the pence of the world for
nearly fifty yvears, should be righted) |

“Moreover, having accepted Iresi-
dent Wilson's program ns the basis of
the entire peace work,” Dr. Solf con-
tinued, “we will lovally and in the
gonge of complete justice and falrness
fultil! the program in all directions and
at all polnts.”

REPORT ADOPTED

Urgent Deficlency Blll Now Ready for
Benatorial Action,

Washington, Oct. 26.—The conference
report on the record-breaking $6.000,000,«
00 urgent fledelency blll was adopted by
the house without debate this afternoon,
The blll will be sent to the president for
his signature as soon ns the sennte adopts
the report on Monday.

SUSPECT SILENT U-BOATS

Submarine Inactivity Part of Peace Of.
fensive.

London, Oct. 26.—German submarine In-
actvity reached sueh a low state this
woek as to bocoma nlmost negligible an a
wiar mensure, notwithstanding that as
muany or mora U-boats are lurking In the
Atlaptic and the Mediterrapenn, The
British admiraity looks upon this situn-
tlon as part of the German peace of-
fensive,

EGRI PALANKI FALLS

Itallan Cawvalry Reaches Bulgarian Fron-
tier In Its Advance.
Rome, Oct, 26, —Itallan ecavalry operat-

front has 1eached the ‘Bulgarian frontlor,
capturing the imporiant town of Egrl
Pllanka, the Italian war office anfiounced
today.

French troops passed inlo Bulgaria Inst
week, reaching the Danube river at Vidin.

FLU AT END IN MEXICO
Mexico City, Oct, 26, —Spanish Influenga
In epidemic In wvirtually all parts of the
republic. except the extreme south and a
few of the Paclfic const states, News-
papers estimate the number of cnses here

at 60.000, but the death rate is low,
The spread of the disease to the Tam-
rlea oll reglonn seriously menaces the ofl
ndustry. ‘The mining ecity of Pachuen

_;Jl_'ul

renarts many oases; with s hleh death
rate

| mand Camp

' gining
I manded

ROM OISE 70 SERRE

VIENNA PRESS REFERS TO
DEMOBILIZATION PLAN
Basel, Ocl, 28, Vienna news-
papers are publishing articles
rolative to prepucations for do-
mobilizing  the army. One
newsaper says that two Infan-
try rogimenis stationed nt Kar-
lowite have revolted, Karlowits
In n vilinge Iin Crontin.Slavonia,
Hungary.
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SEVEN THOUSAND SQUARE
MILES GAINED SINCE JULY

HUNS EVACUATED OR BEEN|

DRIVEN OUT THAT AREA,

Gen0 Marclr;m-:ounces Five
Officers Will Return From

From Overseas for Duty.

Washington, Oct, 26, —Summarizing
the situation of the western battle
front, Gen, Maveh sald the Germans
have evacuntod or boen driven out of
7,000 gquore miles of Helginn  and
French tervitory since July 18; that 400
gaunre miles have been freed during
the past weelk, and that all the conl
fields in northern France have been
reconquered excopt for a five<mile traot
where the alliod advance now Is being
ressed near the Belginn border,

Gen, March announced that five
Ameriean  corps and  division com-
manders who have been actively en-
Eaged In France are returning home on

_.ﬂue recommendation of Gen. Porshing
to take

Important assignments here,
They are Maj.-Gen, Omar Bundy, whao
organized and commanded the Fifth
nrmy corps and who will go to com-
ke, Ark.; Clarence I
Edwards, who took to France the
Twenty-sixth (New England Natlona!
Buurd) division, and who will be as-
shmed to command Camp Lee, Virs
John E. McMahon, who come-
the Fifth (regulnr) division

and who will be assigned to Comp
Zachary Taylor, Kentucky: Geo, H,
Cameron, who commanded first  the

Fourth (regular) division, and later the
Second army corps, new assignment
not announced, and Deaumont B Buck,
recently awarded the distinguished
service cross for galluntry in action at
which time he was wounded, new as-
slgnment not announced,
Tennesseans on Mouse.
Among American divisions on
the line, Gen. March identified the
Seventy-ninth (Pennsylvania,
Maryland and District of Colum-
bus); Eightieth (Virginia, West
Virginia and Pennsylvania);
Thirty-third  (lllinois); Eighty-
second (Georgin, Alabama and
Tennesses) as being east of the
Meuse. West of the Meuse are the
Seventy-sixth (New England and
New York); Seventy-eighth (New
York, New Jersey and Delaware);
Seventy-seventh (New York City

and wviginitys  Thirty - second
(Michigan and Wisconsin; Fifty-
eighth ( W)

Location of Units.

W, B _Solt, | D : =
-i':-v ry, said that "npm.h" Gen, March ’“iL‘“ e following 16-
B |

110th Neld
the Fighty-
third divislon 18 a depot division; the

eationa of variot inits:

Flhty-tourth division s just arciving
the 313th Imfantry In pare |
of the Seventv-ninth diviglon and s

In France;

on the line enst of the Mouse; the
Fifty-clghth division 1s In line east of

the Meuse,
The 31Mh Infantry In part of the
Elghtivth division and s on the line

eiast of the Mouse: the Fortieth divis-
lon depot: the 313 fleld avtillery s part
of the Eightieth division on the line
cast of the Meuse: the Thirty-thivd
division s on the line cast of
Mouse; the 222nd field artillery is part
of the Thirty-second divislon nnd s on
the Jine between the Meuse and the
Argonne; the IFiftv-eighth infantry way
In action on the Vesle during Angust;
the 106th Infantry parcticipated in the
British drive agoinst Cambral as did
the 104th, 105th and the 106th machine
gun battalions; the 106th field artil-
lery Is port of the Thirty-third division
on the line east of the Monso: the
Fifty-soventh const artillory brigade.
5,000 Prisoners. *

The Italinn, Frengh and  Britigh
forces In thelr new drive have made
progress on the Asingo platean, havae
captured 5,000 prisoners in two dave,
nnd made substantiol galns of terrl-
tory,

In Belglum, the British-Relglan drive
from Dounl to Valenciennes hns re-
sulted In the recapture of all of the
coal flelds of northern France, except
one samall aren of about five square
miles nenr Escaut,

The Germnans are  roslsting very
strongly hetween the Olse and  the
BBelle rivers nlong the Hunding-Nrun-
hilde line, which parallels thely most
Important rallway ortery of cammuni-
cation running to Moetz, A great part
of this resistance is being met hy the
American armics,

ROOSEVELT CAUSTIC

Will Talk Later of Wilsen's Appeal |

to People,

Oyster Hay, N. Y, Oct, 26—Com-
menting last night on President Wil-
mon's nppeal to the people to return o
demoerutic congress in the Novembhor
elections If they approve of his course,
Col. Theodore Roosevelt sald:

“The president's stutement is an an-
nouncement that he 1a a partisan leader
first and president of all the people
second,

“It is, of course, the repudintion of
one of his former statoments to the
effeet thet-politics was adjourned—n
statement which, of course, he hns nl-
ready repudiated by his action,

"I have no comment just at this mo-
ment, but I will deal with the matter
in o speech after I have had time to
read the document which all good Am-
ericans will regard as the most lnment-
able appenl to politlcs ever made by a
president during a great war which hoas
heon heartlly supported by all good cl-
tizens without regard to party, but
which go far as there have beon party
differences at all has been more heart-
ily supported by his politieal opponents
than by his political friends*

IN GRIP OF STORM

Heavy Rain and Snowstorm Rages In
Northwest Kansas.

Bmith Center Kan, Oct. 26, —~Northwest
Kansns (s In the grip of a heavy gnow-
storm today, following a two-incH rain
yonterday and last night. The temporn-
ture Is below freezing and today's storm
has practically suspended business,

HAYS ADDS CRITICISM,

Wilmington, Del, ‘Oct 286.—WIill ¥,
Hays, ropublican national chalrman,
who delivered two addresses here yves.
terday, churacterized President Wil-
son's uppeal for the return of demo-
cratic majorities In congress as “the
climnx of many nets of the president
fesigned to keep politics In the war,
despite his widly-heralded declared in-
tent g keep it out”

BATTLE FLAMES
ONMEUSE FRONT

Germans Resist Hardily, but Al
lies Continue Substantial
Progress in Drive.

15000 IN FOUR DAYS

Record of Captures—Huns' To.
tal Losses of Effectives,

the |

Fifty Thousand.

Parls, Oct, 26,~The battle has flamed
up again and heavy fighting now i
wiy from Valenclennes to the
alouse, The Germans are fighting well
everywhere, but the allios continue to
| make substantial progress in the task

|of driving back the enemy on the
1.’\14‘11:"- Hoe, |
Although  the recent fighting hoas

beon marked by no sensationnd devels
opments, it Is having 4 cumulative
effoct which, apart from the ground
galned adds considerably to the wast-
ke of men and material with which
the Germans must reckon, In the last
four days the cnemy has lost well up
toward 15,000 prisoners and 200 guns.
His total losses of effectives cannot
have been lems than 60,000, Steletly
speaking, there are three large battles
In progress, all of which are boing cons
ducted with equal success for the allles,
The tirat I being carrled on by the
Britlsh third and fourth armies which,
pushing on toward Mons, have reached
the Valenclennes-Hirson double track
rallroad. Thoe second |s the attack of
Gen, Mangin north and east of Laon,
which has resulted In A galn on a
front of cight miles for a depth of two
miles. He has ecarcied his line out of
the swomps around Sissons. The
third battle Is belng fought by Gen,
Guillanmott on a front of seventeen
milea from Siasonne to Chateau Por-
eln, where the Hunding lUne jolns the
Kriemhilde system of defenses. The
average galn has been an mile, although
nt somo polnts the advance has been
greater,
Take Village Mortiers.

Paris, Oct. 26.—On the Serre front
sonthwest of Marle, the Fronch have
captured the villngo of Mortiers after
violent fighting, the war offiee an-
nounces, Hetween Slssonne and Chn-
tean Porclen the French, breaking up
the envmy rosistance, carcled thelr line
forward on a front of four and ono-
half miles to a depth of two miles at
eertain pointa throngh the positions
preopared by the Germans In 1917,

Progress In Belgium,

London, Oct. 26.—A now allied at-
tack was hegun on the Belglan front
on Friday and excellent progross wans
made, The blow fell between the Tivs
river and the Scheldt and the British
waor offico early today announced lm-
portant eaptures, despite despernte
resistanes,

_Tha French captured Chatenu Houlte
and” roavhed Blawpoort (:ﬂn. on the
Waeroghem. un.{m oadl.
| The DRritlsh captured Engoghiem
tnd Ooleghen, and are ndvancing on
the Beheldt river In that resion,

Still Pressing Forward.

London, Oct, 26—The Hritish eon-
linue to press forward between Valen-
viennes and Tournal, Fileld Marshal
Halg reports, Thoy have captured the
villages of Odomez and Maulde on the
frout north of Valenclennos.

South of Valenclennea the British
have galned new succoesses on the
| borders of the Mormal forest, aptur-
I.:mlx Mount Carmel hill and Englefon-
| tingo,

| _British pa¥ols have progressed north
jof the rallway belween Valencienney
und Le Quosnoy.

Held Against Enemy.

With the American Army Northwest
of Verdun, Oet. 26,—(2 p. m.)—The
giinas mads ¥Friday by the American
troopa east and west of the Meuse
were malntained today in spite » vio-
lent enemy opposition and & harasulng
artillery  fire against the American
front linea and the areas in the rear.

On the extreme laft the Americans
have strengthened thelr hold on the
high ground in the southern part of
the Bourgogne wooi,

Hun Resistance Broken.

arly, Oct. 26.—(Noon)—All Gor-
man resistanes has been broken over
i wide front enst of Laon and at some
points  the French have advanced
nearly two miles, the war office an-
nounoed today.

Mount Carmel Captured.

London, Oct. 26, —(11:30 n, m)—
Pressing forwnrd on a wide front on
both sides of Valenclennes, the British
have vaptured Mont Carmel, Englefon -
| taine, Odomez and Maulde, the war
office announced today. A number of
prisonors were taken,

FRENCH BROAD FLOODED

Three Railroad Bridyes Washed Away
—Other Damage.

Ashoville, N. ©C, Oet. 2§, —French
Broad river here wont down two feet
this morning, after reaching a orest
of nearly elght feet Yoenterday aftere
noon, but with heavy rialns during the

day “Indieatlons are that It will rise
thin afternoon. The ralnfall for the
[;..mt thirty-six hours has Leen nearly

ning Inches, the heaviest In the his-
tory of the local weather burean. Ro-
ports recelved here from Transylvanla
divigion of the Southern rallroad from
Hendersonville and Brevard seétlons
are to the effect that three rallrond
bridges are washed away and other
big damage done. Telophone and tele-
graph wires are down In that s lon,
und detulls eannot be leéarncd, If the
French Broad continues to pise durlng
the day Asheville tonight will be withe
out electric lights, an oMeial says, ns
only a small rise is nocessary to put
Lthe power plant out of business, Fami-
les living along the Swanpanoa and
French Broad rivers hore who maoved
out yesterday were warned today not
to return to thelr homes until the
situntion had changed. The depot soe-
tion of Asheville, which wns under
water yesterday when Cripple Cirek
thers overflowed, ix back to normal
today, Reports from along the Ca-
tawha river nre to the offect that this
river this morning was still rising
and  eqnelderable damage had been
done. In Morganton thers was six
inches of rainfall and nearly seven
inches at Lenolr and about flve and
one-half fnches at Banner Elk. No
further damage hns been reported by
the Southern rilway excopting that
the heavy  alns have eaused the trains
to be somewhnt delayed, but ttle serl-
ous damage has been experienced.

SCHOOLHOUSE BURNS

Fire of Myaterious Oriain Destroys $50,000
Schoolhouse at Powder Plant.
Nashville, Oct. 26.—A mummoth echool

bullding at the powder piant village Just
heing completed al a cont of £50,000 was
dentroyed this by o fire of mys-
terioua origin
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